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TRUE PRICE
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IMAGINE: YOUR NEIGHBOUR’S KIDS START A COMPANY
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AND THEY DECIDE TO THROW THEIR WASTE IN YOUR GARDEN
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• That your neighbor throws the mess 
of his lemonade in your garden is not 
only disrespectful

• From an economic perspective, these 
costs are shifted to you: now, you 
have to spend time and resources on 
cleaning things up

NOW ITS YOUR PROBLEM…
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THIS HAPPENS EVERYDAY, ON A GLOBAL SCALE
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THIS HAPPENS EVERYDAY, ON A GLOBAL SCALE
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THIS HAPPENS EVERYDAY, ON A GLOBAL SCALE
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If externalities are the problem, then internalization might be the 
solution

Externalities are a huge blindspot in our economy. Which hinders 
us to make efficient choices and create true economic growth.

SO, THE SOLUTION MIGHT BE QUITE SIMPLE…
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True Price is a social enterprise with the mission to realize 
sustainable products that are affordable to all by enabling 
consumers to see and voluntarily pay the true price of 
products they buy

We envision a world where all products are sold for a true 
price and the global economy is sustainable.

In 2018 True Price launches Impact Institute, to carry out all 
non-consumer-oriented impact measurement and valuation 
work.
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What is a 
True Price

1
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Market price

Product

WHAT IS A TRUE PRICE?
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Market price

Product

BUT: MORE IS HAPPENING… WHICH IS NOT CAPTURED IN THE MARKET 
PRICE, THESE COSTS ARE ‘HIDDEN’

Co2 emissions 
from transport

Land used to 
create a farm

Farmers earning 
less than a living 

incomeWater used on 
the farm
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Market price

Environmental 
costs

Social costs

Product

WHAT IS A TRUE PRICE?
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Market price

Environmental 
costs

Social costs
True Price Gap
“what others pay for your product”

Product

WHAT IS A TRUE PRICE?
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A TRUE PRICE IS A MARKET PRICE + SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS

Market price

Environmental 
costs

Social 
costs

Underearning

Gender equality 

Freedom of 
association 

Health & safety at 
work 

Soil pollution 

PrivacyLand use 

Contribution to 
climate change 

Land transformation 

Air pollution 

Use of fossil fuels 

Soil quality 

Scarce water use

Water pollution 

Land rights

Underpayment 

Intimidation

Child labour

Forced labour

Use of scarce 
materials 

Not for distribution
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Product

External 
costs

Social 
costs

Environ-
mental 
costs

True 
Price

Retail 
Price

Target

THE GOAL IS NOT TO MAKE THINGS MORE EXPENSIVE, BUT MORE 
SUSTAINABLE
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WE DEVELOP THE GLOBAL TRUE PRICE STANDARD WITH A.O. DUTCH GOV., 
WAGENINGEN UNIVERSITY, RABOBANK, ABN AMRO, BIONEXT, LTO

True Price Gap = costs for 
remediation

Compensate 
damages

Prevent future 
damages 

Restoring 
repairable damage

Costs to monitor 
and audit

Compensation for 
unrepairable 

damage
Financing 

improvement

Fine for damage to 
the rights

+

+ +

+

Purifying water 
that has become 
polluted

Compensating for 
CO2 emissions as 
long as CO2 capture 
is not realistic

Investing in knowledge and material to grow 
plants and flowers to increase biodiversity on a 
plantation (and thus prevent/limit land use)

Penalizing child 
labor to incentivize 
companies to 
prevent (instead of 
compensating) 
child labor
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Applications

2
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APPLICATIONS OVERVIEW

True pricing

(1) Internal: organizational
transformation

(2) External: towards
consumers

Not for distribution

Make smarter decisions Showcase your product to
consumers
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FOR BUSINESSES: A HOLISTIC, QUANTITATIVE SUSTAINABILITY INDICATOR
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FOR BUSINESSES: A HOLISTIC, QUANTITATIVE SUSTAINABILITY INDICATOR
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MOMENTUM DE AANZET BECAME THE FIRST TRUE PRICE SUPERMARKET 
IN 2020

Not for distribution
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THE BIGGEST SUPERMARKET IN THE NETHERLANDS – ALBERT HEIJN IS 
IMPLEMENTING IT
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• True Price bananas sold in 300 stores
• 20% increase of sales
• €20.000 for revolving fund for remediation 

projects in Dominican Republic & Peru

BANANAS SOLD FOR TRUE PRICE AT ODIN & EKOPLAZA 
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TRUE PRICE OF FLYING
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TRUE PRICE OF DIAPER SYSTEMS

https://www.futurediaperproject.com/projects/true-price-of-diaper-systems
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Momentum

3
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GOVERNMENTS ARE TAKING STEPS IN THIS DIRECTION
Not for distribution
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KEY ACTORS EMBRACE TRUE PRICING
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THE MOMENTUM FOR TRUE PRICING IS GROWING IN THE NETHERLANDS….

Publicaties Media

Not for distribution
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THE MOMENTUM FOR TRUE PRICING IS GROWING
Not for distribution
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For more information – please connect and reach out!

Maurits Appeldoorn – 
Maurits@trueprice.org
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Address:  Haarlemmerplein 2, 1013 HS, Amsterdam
Site:  www.trueprice.org
Facebook:  /TruePrice.org
Twitter:  true_price
Tel.:  +31 202 403 440
Mail:  info@trueprice.org

CONFIDENTIALITY REQUEST AND DISCLAIMER
Information, data, and drawings embodied in this document are confidential and are supplied with the kind 
request that they will be held confidentially and not disclosed to third parties without the prior written 
consent of True Price.
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